Language Immersion Workshop at PLU 2004
Sample Letter Home

This is a sample letter you can use as a model to send home – preferably before the school year starts. Just copy and paste the text into a new document. Include your contact information and school contact information. Change the references to immersion language from Spanish to French or Japanese, as needed, and personalize it for your class. The letter is followed by a Student Information Sheet that you might want to have parents send to you. This could help you manage the arrival and departure of students without reverting to English.
August XX, 2004

Dear Parents,

[Welcome in Immersion Language]  Welcome to the new school year! I am so excited to meet your children and begin a new school year. The purpose of this letter is to let you know some of what you can expect to happen at the beginning of the school year and what you can do to prepare in advance to help your child have a very successful first day of school.

Before we get into the nuts and bolts of schedules and transportation, let me just say a few words about the Spanish language immersion program. Although this you may not have heard much about immersion before, language immersion is not an experimental new fad. It has been successfully carried out in Canada for over 30 years, as well as in a number of schools in the U.S. Studies have shown again and again that children in an immersion setting do as well as, and often better than, comparable non-immersion children on tests of verbal and mathematics skills. In addition, of course, they also learn another language, and because they are starting at such a young age, their pronunciation will approach that of a native speaker.

You may be wondering how your child will manage in a classroom where the teacher (and instructional assistants) only speak Spanish to them. You’ll be surprised. They will manage just fine!  Of course, we’ll use everything around us (pictures, signs, movements, facial expressions, etc.) to help us get the meaning across. By focusing on communicating meaning (rather than on teaching about the language or its grammar), we’ll help your child acquire Spanish in a very natural way.  Since they will be learning Math and Science concepts and skills, they may not even realize that they’re learning a foreign language at the same time.

When we teach Math and Science these days (not just in Spanish, but in any classroom), we use lots of hands-on materials (or “manipulatives” – objects that the kids can pick up and hold). During the year, you may find your child noticing how Math is all around your home. (You have cans that are cylinders, clocks that are circles, silverware and socks to be sorted and counted, etc.) To support beginning language development, the immersion program will simplify some of the activities that the kids do, but they will still be learning to the same Math standards that the District has identified (for example, Number sense, Geometry concepts, Measurement, Problem Solving, Communicating solutions, etc.)

If there were one thing I could say to you about the immersion program, it would be to have patience. Over time your children will learn to speak Spanish, but at the beginning they need to simply soak it up.  You can support them (and the program) best by giving them the space to develop in their own time.  It may be tempting to ask them to “show off” their Spanish to Aunt Matilda the second week of school, but putting them on the spot may actually make them less comfortable and confident about learning the language.  Like the seeds we plant in spring, some sprout after just a few weeks and some take several months.  It’s better not to rush things.

Here are some specific things to plan for:

Clothes:  The best clothes for school are comfortable, active clothes that allow the children to move freely in interactive activities and PE.  On PE days (when are they?) they should wear rubber-soled (athletic type) shoes so they can run and jump and participate fully.

School Supplies:  Attached is a list of school supplies that you should (may want to??) get so your child can be prepared to start work the first day of school.  [Need to check what supplies are needed.]


Backpack:  Many children like to carry a small backpack to hold their lunch, snack, school papers, rain jacket, and other important things they need to bring to school.  If you do get a backpack, make sure it’s not TOO big and heavy for a small child.

Transportation:  We’ll be expecting children to arrive by bus, by car, or on foot each day. To help us make sure that your child arrives at school and gets back home safely, I’ll be asking you for specific information about your plans. If you are coming in person to drop off or pick up your child, you can meet your child at ________ (what location?).

Arriving at School:  The first day of school your child should come to ____ classroom.  (or wherever they’re supposed to meet).  Each child will begin the day in either the English classroom or the Spanish classroom.  Then, they’ll switch after lunch.  

Lunchtime:  Children can bring their lunch from home or buy their lunch at school.  If they buy it, they can either bring $.75 (or whatever amount) each day or buy a lunch card for $??.  If you want to, you can send a check made out to “XXX” (or whatever) for a lunch card.

Snacks:  It’s a long day at school, so I like to allow a few minutes for children to have a snack mid-morning and mid-afternoon (??).  Feel free to send something from home, if you’d like (it’s not required).  We don’t provide anything at school and I don’t allow children to share, so it’s up to each individual family to decide what will work best for them.  Good snacks are:  fruit, fruit roll-ups, cut-up vegetables, small bagel, etc.  As far as drinks, I recommend water or 100% juice boxes.  I won’t allow children to eat candy or pop during snack time.

Contacting me:  You’re welcome to contact me at the school and leave a message for me or contact me by Email _____________ or send me a note with your child.  
Sincerely,

[your name]
  Supply List (on separate sheet).

Student Information Sheet

Student Full Name:  










Prefers to be called:  










Father (or Guardian)

First and Last Name: 










Address/City/Zip: 











Home Phone: 



   Work Phone: 



   Cell: 


   

Email: 









 

Mother (or Guardian)

First and Last Name: 










Address/City/Zip: 











Home Phone: 



   Work Phone: 



   Cell: 


   

Email: 









 
Transportation  (Circle each day and the mode of transportation.)
How does your child get to school?  
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Rides Bus Number ________

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Rides in Car with  





Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Walks with  





Where does your child go after school?  


Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Rides Bus Number 






Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Rides in Car with  





Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Walks with  






Medications/Allergies

Does your child have any allergies or medications that need to be taken regularly?  YES    NO

If yes, describe:
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