Language Immersion Workshop at PLU 2004

Immersion Video 1: Answers
Foreign Language Immersion: an Introduction

(Montgomery County Public Schools Rockville, Maryland copyright 1989)

When and where did foreign language immersion programs begin?

They began in Quebec in the 1960’s (20 years before this video was made).

What are four goals of foreign language immersion programs?

1.  Develop English language skills comparable to non-immersion class peers.

2.  Achieve in all subject matters at same level as non-immersion class peers.

3.  Attain foreign language proficiency (understanding, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking).

4.  Gain cultural knowledge and understanding.

What are three strategies used in language immersion programs?

1.  Learning through experience

2.  Teacher models meaning through body language and pantomime

3.  Immersion language is used for ALL activities in the classroom

What are the main differences between full and partial immersion programs?

Full – Entire school day is spent in the immersion language.  (English is not taught until several years into the program.)

Partial – Half the school day (and subjects) is taught in the immersion language and half in English (in particular, Language Arts).
Check which type of program each statement applies to.

	
Statement
	Full 
Immersion
	Partial Immersion

	Children tend to lag at first in developing English language arts skills (spelling, writing, punctuation).
	X
	

	Children usually don’t lag in English language arts skill development.
	
	X

	Children achieve a lower proficiency in the foreign language.
	
	X

	This is the most effective (school) program for developing foreign language proficiency.
	X
	

	This type of program requires no extra teachers (since the foreign language teacher IS the subject matter teacher, as well).
	X
	


How is a two-way (dual) immersion program different from a traditional foreign language immersion program?

Two-way immersion includes native speakers of the immersion language who are learning English while the native English speakers are learning the immersion language. The presence of native immersion language speakers increases the exposure to the language for the native English speakers. 
Should the same teacher teach both English (half-day) and the immersion language (half-day)?

No. To be effective, two-way and partial immersion programs must maintain separation of languages so that children feel obliged to communicate with the immersion teacher in that language rather than English (and in the case of two-way, so that the native immersion language speakers are truly immersed in English in the English classroom).
What types of qualifications should an immersion teacher have?

·  Experienced elementary teacher

·  Native (or near native) speaker

·  Good “actor” (doesn’t have to rely on words to convey meaning)

·  Understands second language acquisition and current immersion research

·  Knows how to evaluate student progress

·  Can teach “hands on”

·  Speaks enough English to communicate well with parents

Is an immersion program suitable for only gifted students?

No, it is open to all students from all backgrounds.  (It is possible that students with severe language difficulties in English might not be suitable.)
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